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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 249N ay 16 , 2 00 3

Senato rS ENATOR CUDABACK: Th an k y o u , Se n a t o r Th omp s o n .
Chambers, on the Foley amendment.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nr . President, members of the Legislature, we
often have to do things by way of compromise here. I hate to
say i t , but I don ' t t r us t w h a t S e n a to r F o l e y s ai d . I do not
t r us t h i s c omm e n t s t h a t t he s ch o o l s wo u l d b e f r ee t o g i v e t h i s
i n f o r ma t i o n . I d o n o t t r u s t h i s a s su r a n c e t h a t nu r se s ma y d o
t h is . I f he i s no t i n oppo s i t i on t o t he sch o o l s g i v i n g t h i s
information, and it's permissive, let us amend LB ',sic) 71-6909,
a nd make it permissive so that it's clear that the s chools ma y
p rov i d e t h i s i n f o r ma t i on . Yo u ca n e v en s p e c i f y t h a t t h e o n e
provi d i n g i t , i f i t i s pr ov i de d , sh a l l be t he co u n s e lo r or t he
n urse . I do n ' t mi n d y o u d o i n g t h a t . Bu t t o s t an d o n t h i s f l o o r
a nd s ay t h a t t he r e i s n o a t t em p t t o p r oh i b i t t he sc h oo l s f r om
d oing this, then there is an objection to making it c lear tha t
they may provide i t , undermines everything that Senator Foley
said . I d on ' t t r u st t h e g r ou p s t h a t h e wo r k s wi t h . Now , i f
Senator Foley were the only one involved and he assured me that
h e woul d n ot b e t he o ne t o ob j e c t i f a sc ho o l d i d t h i s , t ha t ' s
different. He c a nnot even tell me what those groups stand for.
He does n o t ev e n kn o w t h e n a m e o f t h e g r ou p t h a t l e d t h e e f f o r t
to amend the constitution to prohibit not only gay marriages but
those gay partnership arrangements. He doesn't even know which
group did that. So without being aware that some of those rabid
groups are involved in this mix, he cannot assure a.anybody on
this floor an d ha ve his assurance be taken seriously that the
schools may do this without repercussion. I don't operate in a
vacuum. I hav e s een groups attack schools because of certain
books in the school, like Harr P o tter, a book which I' ve never
r ead b u t , wi t h a l l t h e op p o s i t i o n r o m t he l u n a t i c f r i ng e s , I ' m
g oing t o r e a d i t so t h a t I ' l l h av e ad d i t i on a l ma t e r i a l t o q u o t e
o n t he f l o o r a s I do f r o m t h e 'Holly Bibble, w hich is another
book that seems to have great attraction and appeal for z ealots
a nd ex t r e m is t s . Bu t i n v i ew o f t h e d i sc u s s i o n t h a t we ' v e h a d , I
am opposed t o Sen ator Foley's amendment. Bu t I would not be
opposed to amending LB (sic) 71-6909 to make it all per missive
and make it clear that the schools may provide this information.
We wo u l d n o t man da t e t h a t i t b e wr i t t e n , an d a l l t h e o t h e r
things that may be deemed onerous; that can be removed. I don' t
want the schools to be advocates, but I don't want t hem to b e
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